NOOR JAHAN 


Born a poor refugee, Meher was blessed with both spirit and talent. 
She could ride horseback and design fine clothes. She could lead 
armies to victory and yet be a doting wife. She could attend to the 
problems of a vast empire, and at the same time be blissfully happy 
making perfumes. Emperor Jahangir fell under her spell and aptly 
named her Noor Jahan, for she lit up his world with her love. 
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NOOR JAHAN 


GHIYAS BEG, 
A NOBLEMAN HAD 70 FLEE 
WITH HIS FAMILY FROM 1 


ТО ВЕСОМЕ WITH THE RICHES WE 
HAVE MANAGED TO 
BRING AWAY, WE САМ 
MAKE A FRESH BEGIN- 
NING ІМ HINDUSTAN, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA NOOR JAHAN 


GHIYAS AND HIS FAMILY HAD TO 
TREK ACROSS THE DESERT. SOON— 


FEED THREE CHILDREN, 

HOW WILL WE FEED ONE 

MORE ? WE’D BETTER 
LEAVE THIS CHILD 4 


WITH WHAT HERE 
SHALL | FEED THE 


HUNGRY CHILDREN? 


HE IS ALL-KNOWING, FINALLY, GHIYAS BEG PREVAILED UPON HIS 
HE WILL UNDER- WIFE 7O LEAVE THE CHILD BEHIND, 


STAND.HE WON? 
BE ANGRY DON’T GRIEVE. 
ALLAH WILL 


RELIEVING GHIYAS BEG OF HIS 
RICHES, HIS PROVISIONS AND 
#15 MULES, THE DACOITS RODE AWAY, 


JUST THEN, OVERCOME BY HUNGER AND 
FATIGUE, GHIYAS BEG’S PREGNANT 
WIFE FAINTED... 


YA АЦАН ину М 
THIS UNTIMELY 


GIFT ? 


A FEW HOURS 


LATER, MASUD KHAN, A WEALTHY TRADER, HAPPENED TO 


7) C A CHILD'S cRy— 
OLIN THIS TERRIBLE f 


_ __| 


32 
а 


“Кр, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


GH/YA8 BEG AND HIS FAMILY WERE SOON 
OVERTAKEN BY MASUD KHAN 9. CARAVAN, 


WHAT A LOVELY CHILD! 
| WILL TRACK DOWN THE 
BEASTS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS AND HAVE 
THEM PUNISHED. 


THIS CHILD 19 
CRYING FOR ITS 
HEARTLESS MOTHER, 

WHAT SHALL 


THE CHILD HAS CALMED 
DOWN. SHE MUST ү 


NOOR JAHAN 


THOUGH WE 50 YOU ARE THE 
LEFT THE | MONSTROUS BRUTES 
CHILD Z5 WHO ABANDONED 


BEHIND, $HE THAT HELPLESS 
HAS BEEN ИУ) 22 
SENT BACK 


BROTHER, PARDON 
ME FOR JUDGING 


6 


\7 


WHEN YOU 
HAVE HEARD 


IT I8 ALLAH YOU 
SHOULD BE 


WE GOT HER BACK 4 
BY ALLAH’S MERCY, | 


WE SHALL CALL P 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT WHAT GHIYAS BEG EARNED Ag 
MANSABDAR WAS NOT GUFFICIENT 

TO MAINTAIN THE FAMILY, 80 HIS 
WIFE SPENT HOURS EMBROIDERING 
SILKS WHILE MEHER WATCHED HER, 
FASCINATED. - 


NOOR JAHAN 


"АМ, &HIYAS 
THEY REACHED HINDUSTAN » 
ње TAKEN TO THE COURT OF EMPEROR 


AKBAR AT Р ipai эке, АТ { 
WE ARE PLEASED GRATEFUL TO YOU, 


be ^ 


OW ONE SUCH OCCASION — 


WHAT A LOVELY, 
CHARMING , GRACEFUL E 
CHILD! | WONDER WHOSE а 
DAUGHTER SHE 16. 


bay | 


Б С WHO ARE YOU, V 


=> ) 
WHO COULD `7 ДЕ LITTLE GIRL? 
THAT BE? HE’S »i 5555 аб 
COMING THIS WAY. И ALG 
Ри. ASK HIM. #8 фар 
себ 


DURING SUCH VISITS, MEHER OFTEN 
WENT WITH HER MOTHER ТО THE 


EQUALLY FASCINATED WERE THE LADIES 
OF THE HAREM, TO WHOM SHE GOLD THE 


TERIAL 
MATERIAL. [SUCH EXQUISITE Им GLAD 
YOU LIKE IT, 


MEHRUNNISA! 
(Л YOU ARE THE 


DEAR.! WILL 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA NOOR JAHAN 


AT THAT MOMENT, MEHER'S MOTHER SALIM, WHY ARE YOU KNOW HOW мост В 
RETURNED. д YOU ANGRY WITH | LOVE My DOVES. 1 
а THE POOR POOR TODAY, WHEN | WAS 


IF MY DAUGHTER SHE 15 А DARLING ? DARLING!SHE ` FONDLING THEM, 
HAS BEEN NAUGHTY,\ BRIGHT CHILD. LET IS A LITTLE | WAS CALLED 
| | BEG YOU ТО | | HER COME HERE DEVIL. AWAY. 
|| QUESTION THE PARDON HER, Á EVERY DAY AND я 


JAHANPANAH. PLAY WITH SALIM% 


| WORDS OF SALIM, 

|| THE EMPEROR'S / 

ХХ son? 4 
ы а 


ONE DAY, WHEN AKBAR WAS RELAXING /М 
THE GARDEN, MEHER CAME RUNNING UP 
ABBAJAN , SALIM Y 7 нат MADE \ 
IS ANGRY. PROTECT) | ым ANGRY, | 
~ МЕ, 4 


“AFTER A WHILE, WHEN / RETURNED, 


DON’T HIDE 

BEHIND ABBAJAN. СС 

COME OUT, YOU 
COWARD. 


/ WAG SURPRISED TO SEE ONLY ONE 
DOVE WITH HER.” | 


А WHERE'S 
PLEASE TAKE DON'T THE OTHER 


CARE OF THEM. | WORRY.TAKE ONE? 
| WILL BE BACK YOUR OWN Ы 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
“ SHE LET GO THE OTHER DOVE TOO? 


NOOR JAHAN 


4) WAS ENRAGED BY HER ATTITUDE AND 
HER CALM REPLY.” [p 
ENT 


Pp ча 

/ ном N 
DID IT 
HAPPEN? / 


YEARS ROLLED BY.ONE DAY— 


: 
MEHER, | LOVE YOU. | 
WILL YOU MARRY / 


^. ME? 
чац. p" 


1/ 


„++ AND ARCHERY, | 


SALIM WAS MOLLIFIED AND SUDDENLY 
BEGAN TAKING A GREATER INTEREST IN MEHER 
THAN EVER BEFORE, HE TAUGHT HER 
RIDING! • - | 


ЗАШМ GLARED AT MEHER Аб НЕ 
CONCLUDED HIS TALE, 


... AND 
YOU CALL SALIM, MY 
HER POOR, | MEHER IS A 
LITTLE / ВК. OF HIGH 
DARLING! / SPIRITS. YOU 


MUST а” 
ү 


онь AN 
ANGEL! LIGHT 
OF THE WORLD— 
OF MY WORLD! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA NOOR JAHAN 


2414472 LOVE FOR MEHER SOON BEGAN 70 ТНЕ NEWS REA CAED аса EARS у А THE DAUGHTER CF A 
REFUGEE TO MARRY 


BE TALKED ABOUT. [— — 2. UNS || iT САМТ BE : А 
eee тер” ee a 8 
ады! WILL THE * ~) || TRUE. SALIM EN << THE CROWN PRINCE! 
| ewe Y ; ~ NEVER! | MUST 
EMPEROR GIVE | | 
\ HIS CONSENT? / SEPARATE THEM, 
D 
( Фи POD 
[ЗИ . 


{ 
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THE NEXT DAY, THE EMPEROR SENT OW THE EVE OF HIS DEPARTURE ,MEHER 
FOR HIS SON. FY PRESENTED SALIM WITH AN EMBROIDER 
F SALIM, | WANT YOU Me алада ді е, | 


TO LEAD AN EXPEDI- 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHILE TAKING 
р 2 CARE ТО FULFIL 
y DON'T е AF N 2 MY DUTIES AS AN 
WORRY, MEHER, | Ё = - | АҚ. EMPEROR, HAVE | 
| WILL BE BACK NC од FAILED AS A 
SOON. ІШ да MI FATHER? 
OH TA 7 Ј 
| "i SALIM! -- ый 


„тя 


OVE DAY, SOON AFTER 
GALIM HAD LEFT, AKBAR _ _ 
TOOK MEHER TO THE | as 

GHRINE OF SAINT CHISHTI. 


|— == 
| PRAYED ТО ^. 
CHISHTI AND GOT ` 
SALIM. | PRAYED, 
NOT FOR A SON; 
BUT FOR THE 
TURE 
EMPEROR. 


REMEMBER, MEHER, SALIM ~ 1 UNDERSTAND, 


DOES NOT BELONG TO ME ОК // ABBAJAN. | GIVE 
| NOU MY WORD 


THAT | WILL NOT 
COME BETWEEN 


NOOR JAHAN 
zz ———— ——— — 
IAS MEHER RODE OUT E LA ет о A RUNAWAY HORSE! 2 4 


ONE MORNING то |= M THE WOMAN SEEMS то Ё 
j „АД “у BE IN DISTRESS ! | MUST ) 


EXERCISE HER 
—^ SAVE HER! Am 
mé ed 


THE YOUNG RIDER WAS SHER AFGHAN, AN 
OFFICER IN THE IMPERIAL ARMY, 


^ D 
| HOW DARE YOU | / | THOUGHT 
| HOLD THE REINS — —_\YOU WERE IN 
"dil HORS? Чы 


~ 
ж 


HORSE BEFORE 
SHE 18 TOSSED 
OFF ITS BACK. 


Pu» —— 


` 


FNDEED! NONE ПМ. A PROUD 
AGRA HAS FOUND WOMAN INDEED! К ^. 
IT NECESSARY TO BUT BRAVE АМО Д — 
COME TO МУ AID =A BEAUTIFUL. # 7 
WHILE | AM ON = 
HORSEBACK. қ Ра 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

T = [| 

m IN THE DAY, SHER AFGHAN | SHER AFGHAN, YOUR N. У 
| CALLED OW THE EMPEROR AND |GIFTS ARE ALWAYS N | М2 


PRESENTED HIM WITH А TIGER. REFRESHINGLY 
= - DIFFERENT FROM 
THE USUAL GIFTS 


WHY IF IT 
ISN'T THE | 
STRANGER | MET 
IN THE MORNING? 


1 AM GLAD THAT MY 
MODEST GIFT HAS 
PLEASED YOU. 


SUDDENLY, A STRONG GUST OF WIND 
SWEPT MEHER'S VEIL ОБЕ HER SHOULDERS. 


NOOR JAHAN 


YOU RISKED YOUR 
LIFE FOR MY VEIL! ) 
WHY ? га 


па. 
ки 


SHER,YOU ARE AS 7 JAHANPANAH! 
FEARLESS AS А TIGER} | WANT THE 

ASK FOR ANYTHING; | OWNER OF THE VE! 
YOU WILL HAVE IT. FOR A WIFE, 


OF GHNAS BEG. | 
HOW CAN | GIVE 
HER AWAY? 
[7 ыл you НАМЕ 


PROMISED TO GIVE 
ME ANYTHING | ASK 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA NOOR JAHAN 


gum SE TURNED HELPLESSLY TO MEHER—| 7 ONE DAY, AS MEHER AND SHER AFGHAN 
=> ey; WERE PLAYING CHESS +++ 


E 


+ • A MESSENGER CAME WITH BAD NEWS. | 


Му LORD, | 
| EMPEROR AKBAR / 
\_ |6 DEAD. 


ABIDE BY YOUR 


WISHES , АВВАЈАМ, | N 
YOU HAVE BEEN C 
MORE THAN A | b 
FATHER TO МЕ, | nif 


p^ 


YOU ARE А GOOD Ñ 
SHOT AND AN \ 

EXCELLENT RIDER, 

MEHER, TELL МЕ, 


WHO TRAINED 
YOU? 
ws SHOOTING AND RIDING 


WHEN | WAS VERY 


AFTER THE WEDDING, 
MEHER WENT WITH HER 
HUSBAND TO BURDWAN, 
WHERE SHE LED A 
HAPPY LIFE. SHE OFTEN 
| WENT QUT RIDING AND 

| HUNTING WITH HIM, 


( HEAR , SALIM HAS 
= — > Беке. AHANSIR— AND | "m P" E EMPEROR 
=== Se меа, J = MUST WE GO ТО SY SEE THE EMPER 
A Re CARS NY Zn =) = qu SUCCEEDED HIS AGRA? CAN^T МЕ \ PERSONALLY. HE 18 
— f , FATHER AS THE ба SENO THE GIFTS MY BENEFACTOR. 
WITH AN / 
OFFICER. +» 


SHOULD CALL \ 
IN DUE COURSE, MEHER түт = ON THE МЕМ | 


BECAME THE PROUD = = ! та ЕМРЕКОК 
MOTHER OF A BEAUTIFUL | EM H в: : WITH GIFTS, 4 
| GIRL WHOM GHE CALLED 25 5 : | 

| LADLI, 


| 
| 
| 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA NOOR JAHAN 


[D WHEN | WAS IN. | [57 BUT WHY ARE YOU OTHER LADIES OF THE HAREM 700 | 
| HIS SERVICE, IT WAS || RELUCTANT TO VISIT 4 SOON BEGAN TO APPROACH MEHER, | 
| HE WHO HAILED ME THE CAPITAL? DON’T BURDWAN 


MEHER, WILL YOU “> DON’T 
PLEASE DESIGN А € WORRY. YOU 
NEW DRESS FOR MEP | SHALL HAVE 
| WANT TOCATCH / А DRESS 
THE ATTENTION OF ,/ WHICH WILL 
THE PRINCE. TRANSFORM 
ex YOU INTO A 


| ‚ AS SHER FOR YOU WISH TO SEE IS МУ CAPITAL 


SKILLING A TIGER. | ча AND YOU ARE | 
Е.а | МУ EMPEROR, ДЕ 


FINALLY, MEHER AGREED AND SHER AFSHAN LEFT FOR AGRA WITH HIS WIFE AND 
DAUGHTER, 


WITH ONE ANOTHER TO WEAR DRESSES 
DESIGNED BY MEHER, 


WHO DESIGNE 


| SOON THE LADIES IN THE COURT VIED 


АТТАЕ 15 
EXHILAR- 


FATE HAS BEEN 
VERY UNKIND TO YOU, 


Е: НЕ ЛЕ ; ре 2 
THE LADY WHO RECEIVED MEHER WAS THE QUEEN 
MOTHER, SALIMA BEGUM, WITH WHOM MEHER STAYED. | 


20 
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ONE DAY— | MEHER, 46 
ERU THIS YEAR | 4 

у | YOu MUST SETUP |^ а 
А А STALL AT THE тты 


X MEENA BAZAAR. ie NOU INSIST, 
| BEGUM ВАН! 


( ) 


г MEHER!IT'8 \ 
YOUL AFTER 60 / ,---77-... 
MANY УБАКЕ! „У“ ЈАНАМРАМАН; 


ға -<< ! YOU ARE KIND 
\ TO REMEMBER 
У МЕ, e 


- 


ад 


Ф FAMILY ВАТА 


AR HELD ONCE A YEAR, AT THE PALACE, 


| HAVE SEEN THIS 
LADY BEFORE! 
COULD SHE ВЕ... 


MAR CHITRA KATHA 


AMONG THE VISITORS TO THE BAZAAR Was 
EMPEROR JAHANGIR. WHEN HE APPROACHED 
THE STALL SET UP By MEHER _ 


^^ HOW COULD 1 

/ FORGET YOU, MEHER 

| FATHER SEPARATED 
А US BUT FATE HAS 
BROUGHT US TO- 
| GETHER AGAIN, | 


р TER,/N THE PALACE GARDEN — 


> JAHANPANAH. ) 
/ 
T „8 


JAHANGIR REPEATEDLY BEGGED E 
MEHER TO MARRY HIM AND EACH TIME 
MEHER GENTLY TURNED HIM DOWN. 


HOW САМ 1 MARRY == J)? 
HIM? | MUST KEEP ) ===== Ty 


М MY PROMISE ТО 7 p 
22 Bf, 
~ 4% 


~ 


ING FOR GHIVAS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
MEHER WAS DISTREGSED. WR 
Imo 1 


SHOULD THE : 
| EMPIRE BE NEGLECTED 
| FOR A MERE 


D 


ши á 
Jl) 


GHIYAS BEG WHO HAD BY THEN BECOME 
THE DEWAN *WAS CONCERNED 700. 


7 МЕНЕЕ, ONLY 
YOU CAN SAVE THE 
EMPEROR. MARRY 


TO KEEP AWAY 
FROM HIM? 


Tes 


| HAD PROM 
ABBAJAN THAT | 


5% 


Ж SUPERINTENDENT OF THE ROYAL HOUSEHOLD. 


NOOR JAHAN 


IT 15 TO SAVE 
THE EMPIRE THAT 
1 АМ ASKING YOU TO 
MARRY THE 
EMPEROR. 


YES... THE GOOD 
OF THE EMPIRE 

WAS NEAREST TO 
THE HEART OF 


ve 


коса 


MEHER, YOU ARE THE 
LIGHT OF MY LIFE!NAY, 


ұйы "ава THE LIGHT OF THE 


OR AM I 
DREAMING? 


WHOLE WORLD — 
NOOR JAHAN, PROMISE МЕ 


PARDON ME FOR 
CAUSING YOU SO 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHAT CAN WE 
| DO ABOUT IT, 
NOOR? 


ASSUMING THE NEW NAME 


NOOR JAHAN— МЕНЕЕ үде Д2 у 
MARRIED JAHANGIR. SHE Р — p. — 
TOOK A KEEN INTEREST IN 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF 

THE STATE. 


JAHANPANAH, 


THE PLIGHT OF THEE 


— 
/ ALL RIGHT. LET US 
ISSUE A PROCLAMATION 


WHY САМТ WE 


BRING UP THE 
ORPHANS ? TO IN YOUR NAME ,OFFER- 
WHOM ELSE / ING OUR PROTECTION 


CAN THEY TURN? 


AND IN FUTURE 
YOU MAY ISSUE 
ANY PROCLAMATION 
„Ом YOUR OWN. 


A WHY Nor, | 
2 NOOR? IT 15 
АЗ YOUR IDEA. 


> 


NB THE PROC- 


NOOR JAHAN 


NOOR JAHAN WON THE ADMIRATION OF THE 
PEOPLE TOO. 


SHE 5 KIND 
AND GENEROUS. SHE 
TAKES GOOD CARE 
OF THE ORPHANS, 


SHE EVEN 
ARRANGES THEIR 
Д 


NOW SHE WILL GET 
THE EMPEROR TO 
DECLARE SHAHRIYAR 
AS HIS SUCCESSO 


BUT THERE WERE SOME WHO RESENT- 
ED NOOR JAHAN?S INFLUENCE OVER 
JAHANGIR. PROMINENT AMONG THEM 
WAS MAHABAT KHAN, mS 


МАНАВАТ KHAN, SHE X OUR 

HAS NOW BEGUN TO | EMPEROR 
RECEIVE COURTIERS / DANCES ТО 
AND DISCUSS STATE Á HER TUNE. 4 


JAHANPANAH, ^ 
| DO NOT TRUST 


«77 
„ 43 | 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DON'T FORGET THAT \ BUT HE 18 ALL RIGHT, MY DEAR, 

IT WAS HE WHO PUT | CORRUPT, HAS НЕ | | WILL SUMMON HIM 
DOWN THE REBELLION ever SUBMITTED | | FROM THE DECCAN, AND 
OF PRINCE / THE ACCOUNTS OF | | QUESTION HIM. BUT 
KHURRAM. “THE VARIOUS EXPEDI- 

e TIONS HE HAS 


ЈАНАМРАМАН, | 
LOOK FORWARD 
TO THE TRIP, 


OUR PLANS TO 
VISIT KABUL. 


OW THEIR WAY TO KABUL, JAHANGIR 
AND NOOR JAHAN CAMPED WITH 
THE ROYAL ARMY ON THE BANK OF 


THE NEXT DAY THE EMPEROR AND HIG RETINUE 
HAD ТО CROSS THE RIVER, 


THE RIVER JHELUM, JAHANPANAH , 
ДРЕ — || WILL GO 
JAHANPANAH, | HEAR YES,H | | авт алада 


THAT MAHABAT KHAN [IS EXPECTED ARRANGEMENTS 


FOR YOUR STAY, 


NOOR JAHAN 


LEAV/NG THE EMPEROR BEHIND WITH А 
MALL PARTY OF MEN, NOOR JAHAN 
CROGGED THE RIVER WITH THE p 
ARMY. A BRIDGE OF BOATS HAD [Ж 

BEEN SPECIALLY LAID FOR THE “- 
PURPOGE, 2: 


а 
а 


ALL ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR HIS 


STAY BUT THE EMPEROR DID NOT TURN 
UP, X 
AN 


WHY HASN'T 
HE COME AS 
YET? 


roe SIONS а 
за 
m Е 


BEGUM SAHIBA, 
MAHABAT КНАМ?5 
ARMY HAS SUR- 
ROUNDED THE 


WE SHOULD RUSH ! BUT BEGUM SAHIBA, 


TO HIS RESCUE! WE 


THE ENEMY НАУЕ TAKEN 


WILL CROSS те / re BRIDGE! 


RIVER. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SHE MOUNTED AN ELEPHANT AND TAKING 
WITH HER A SMALL SECTION OF THE ARMY, 
CROSSED THE RIVER WHICH WAS IN SPATE, 


BRIDGE OR NO 
BRIDGE, WE SHALL 
CROSS THE RIVER! 
NOW DO AS | SAY, 


IN THE FIGHT THAT FOLLOWED, SHE WAS 
DEFEATED AND TAKEN CAPTIVE, 
ё | HAVE МО 


TELL MAHABAT KHAN 


BEGUM SAHIBA, WHY \ | WISH TO SPEAK TO THAT YOU WOULD LIKE 


DID YOU TAKE THIS A TRAITOR. LEAD ME 
UNNECESSARY ~ ТО THE EMPEROR. 


NOOR JAHAN 
CONFIDENT OF HIS POSITION, 
MAHABAT KHAN ВАЙ NO 


HARM IN ACCEDING TO THE 


EMPEROR?G REQUEST, | = D e 


| 


AS PREPLANNED, THE 
SECTION OF THE ARMY LEFT 
BEHIND BY NOOR JAHAN, 
CROSSED THE RIVER AND 
TOOK THE ENEMY BY 


NOOR, 1 OWE МУ 
LIFE AS WELL AS МУ , 
HONOUR TO YOU. „А 


IN THE BATTLE THAT FOLLOWED, JAYANGIR’S 
ARMY WON, : 


JAHANGIR DID NOT 
LIVE LONG AFTER THESE 
EVENTS. ON HIS DEATH, 
NOOR JAHAN SETTLED IN 
LAHORE WHERE SHE DEVOTED 
THE REST OF HER LIFE 
TO'THE MAKING OF PERFUME. 


